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Welcome to The Albatross! A monthly eNewsletter that can be viewed directly
from your email on a computer or mobile device. You can also download a pdf
version from our website. We hope that you enjoy it and encourage your
feedback and recommendations.

Burrowing Owl Photo Courtesy of the Talon Ecological Research Group

May Club Meeting Presentation

Saving the Imperiled Burrowing Owl: Conservation and
Management Strategies  

By Sandra Menzel and Ryan Phillips

Since 2016, Talon Ecological Research Group has managed burrowing owls
throughout Santa Clara County under the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan. We
will discuss threats to the species and conservation actions that include captive
breeding, juvenile overwintering (head-starting) and soft-release, reintroduction
to sites that are protected in perpetuity, and habitat management. We will also
present spatial data on burrowing owls outfitted with GPS tags. 

Bios: 

Ryan Phillips has been a wildlife biologist since 2004 and has focused his work on avian ecology

and conservation in California and Central America. He received a B.Sc. in Wildlife, Conservation

Biology and Fisheries with a specialization in Ornithology from the University of California at Davis

and a M.Sc. in Environmental Studies at San Jose State University studying Neotropical raptor

migration. 

 

Sandra Menzel is an avian ecologist and an experienced burrowing owl biologist and has focused

her work on the conservation of this species since 2008. She has monitored and managed

burrowing owls and their habitat year-round at a variety of locations throughout the Bay Area and

the Central Valley. Early in her career, she worked for the Santa Cruz Predatory Bird Research

Group where she identified active nest ledges of peregrine falcons. 

Date: Thursday, April 28, 2026
Time: 7 PM
Place: Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History
           1305 East Cliff Drive
           Santa Cruz, CA

             Hermit Warbler photo courtesy of Tom Hambleton

 
SCBC May Field Trips

May 2nd  – 7:00 – 11:00 am – Loma Prieta & Mt. Madonna Road

May 5th – 8:30 – 11:30 am – Quail Hollow Ranch County Park

May 9th - 8:00 - 11:00 am - Natural Bridges - Celebrating Global Big Day

May 16th - 9:00 - 11:00 am - Lock Lomond, Felton

May 17th - 9:00 - 11:00 am - Beach Ranch Big Sit - Members Only

May 29th – 8:00 – 10:30 am – San Vincente Redwoods

Be a part of birding’s biggest team! Global Big Day is an annual celebration of
the birds around you. No matter where you are, go outside on 9 May, help
celebrate World Migratory Bird Day and share the birds you find with eBird.

Last year, Global Big Day collected more data about birds on a single day than
ever before. More than 1.7 million people participated in the celebration,
observing more than 7,900 and setting new world records for a single day of
birding. Will this be the year we pass 8,000 species on a single day?

What In The World Is PLIRDING?

Plirding is the term that has been coined for “picking up trash while birding.”
The word was inspired by plogging—“picking up trash while jogging,” with
the pl part taken from the Swedish verb plokka up, or “pick up.”

And now May has been designated Plirding Month to celebrate and bring
awareness to the practice. The month designation has been spearheaded by
the podcast Ray Brown’s Talkin’ Birds to encourage folks to pick up trash during
the month we are perhaps birding the most as we take in spring migration.

Fishing line, lead fishing tackle and bullets, balloons, and plastic are most
harmful to birds, and it is good practice to pick them up and dispose of them
whenever we see them.

For more on how to plird, whether it’s on your own or with a group, and ideas
for how to spread the good plirding word, visit Ray Brown’s Talkin’ Birds plirding
webpage.

This article was excerpted from the April BWD Dispatch newsletter available
Here.

There's a LOT Happening in May!
Check Out These Other Events Happening Around the Central Coast

May 1st - 5 - 8 pm - First Friday Celebration
Sponsored by Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History
1305 East Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz

Come say hi to our own Barbara Banfield at the Santa Cruz Bird Club table to celebrate First Friday for a
special fauna-themed evening honoring the Art of Nature exhibit. Explore artwork inspired by the animals
of our region, from coast to redwoods, and connect with local artists and community partners bringing
these stories to life. Get details here.

May 2nd - 9 am - 1 pm - Watsonville Wetlands Watch Native Plant Sale
Fitz Wetlands Educational Resource Center
500 Harkins Slough Road, Watsonville

California native plants are essential for local bird populations because they provide high-energy food
sources such as seeds, berries, nectar, and shelter. Stock-up on a variety of local natives most of which
were grown right here by the staff and volunteers of WWW. Learn More Here.

May 8th - 9 - 11:30 am - Birdability: Point Lobos
Sponsored by Monterey Audubon Society
Point Lobos - Bird Island Trail

Birding and exploring together along the ADA accessible Bird Island Trail at Point Lobos State Natural
Reserve. Get details and reserve your spot here.

May 9th - 9 - 11:30 am - Birding at Jacks Peak Regional Park
Sponsored by Central Coast Birding Collective
25020 Jacks Peak Road, Monterey

Jacks Peak County Park is enjoyed by birders for the many species it houses and it is part of the Central
Coast Birding Trail which connects over 80 prime birding locations spanning from Ventura County up
through Monterey Bay!

Click here to RSVP, access driving directions, and add this event to your personal calendar.

May 9th - 4:30 - 7:30 pm - Book Talk & Bird Walk with Sophie Wood Brinker
Sponsored by Natural Bridges State Beach Visitor Center
2531 W Cliff Dr, Santa Cruz

Get ready to learn about the birds of Santa Cruz County and the lessons they offer with author Sophie
Wood Brinker. Before the bird walk, she’ll discuss her new birding guide, “Birds of Santa Cruz,” at the
Visitor Center,  answer questions from bird enthusiasts and sign books. The walk will start at the Visitor
Center and go down to the Monarch Boardwalk. This section of the walk is fully accessible. From there,
the route will be adjusted based on the group's interest and abilities. Get details and RSVP here.

May 10th - 9 - 11:30 am Beginning Birding at Asimolar
Sponsored by Monterey Audubon Society
800 Asilomar Ave, Pacific Grove

Everyone is welcome on this trip, but beginners are especially encouraged! Learn birding basics such as
equipment options, bird ID strategies, and the many free resources that can help you learn even more
about birds! Get details and reserve your spot here.

May 21st - 6 - 8 pm - Naturalist Night Illustrating the Birds of Santa Cruz
Sponsored by Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History
1305 East Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz

Join local author-illustrator and Art of Nature artist Sophie Wood Brinker for a behind-the-scenes look at
the making of Birds of Santa Cruz. In this engaging talk, Wood Brinker will share her creative process for
illustrating the 25 bird species featured in her book, from early field observations along the coast to the
final hand-painted illustrations. Get details here.

May 23rd - 9 - 11:00 am - Beginning Birding at Luguna Grande Park
Sponsored by Monterey Audubon Society
Laguna Grande Park - Monterey side, 401 Virgin Ave, Monterey

Learn how to use binoculars and find more birds! Organized in partnership with the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Parks District. Get details and reserve your spot here.

May 31st - 2 - 4 pm - Birding and Nature Journaling
Sponsored by Santa Cruz Natural History Museum
Neary Lagoon 110 California St., Santa Cruz, CA, 

Join author Sophie Wood Brinker and Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History educator Jenny Rieke for an
afternoon of birding and nature journaling at Neary Lagoon. We'll explore the lagoon's rich habitat
together, then settle in to sketch and observe what we find. Art supplies are provided — no experience
necessary. Get details here.

           MacGuillivray's Warbler photo Courtesy of Pete Sole

 

Be On The Lookout for These Birds in May

It is May and most of our spring migrants have arrived by now and nesting
activity for most species has begun in earnest. Seabird migration is still going
strong during the first week or two of May.

While our regularly occurring migrant flycatchers such as Western, Olive-sided,
Ash-throated, and Western Wood Pewees have arrived, there are also records
for some of the rare ones in May. Keep an eye out for Willow, Hammond's,
Dusky, and Gray Flycatchers.

This month is a good time to look for breeding Yellow, Hermit, MacGillivray's,
and Black-throated Gray Warblers. A few migrant Nashville are possible as
well. Also look for the less common Yellow-breasted Chats in riparian areas.

There are many more birds described in the full article available by clicking on
the button below.

These articles are archived on the Santa Cruz Bird Club website from previous
years and provide an informal list of birds that are leaving and those arriving as
well as the most likely places to see them. The text is by Randy Wardle and the
photos and compilation are by Pete Sole.
 

          California Condor Photo Courtesy of Alex Rinkert

Santa Cruz Birds
by Alex Rinkert

Including reports from September 1 to November 30, 2025

This was an interesting fall season as many of the regularly occurring rarities
were either in low numbers or were absent. Most notably missing were the
shorebirds: no Solitary Sandpipers, Ruddy Turnstones, Baird’s or
Semipalmated Sandpipers, Red Knots, or any rarer species, which reflects how
little mud there was in the county this fall. A few especially rare warblers made
an appearance (Prothonotary Warbler and Ovenbird), but not a single Northern
Waterthrush or Chestnut-sided Warbler turned up! Irruptive winter species
across the board were also scarce this fall.

However, major rarities were certainly not lacking. A California Condor was
seen in the county for the first time in over a century, a Parakeet Auklet
was found offshore, and two Painted Buntings and a Dickcissel were at the

Homeless Garden. Two 1st county records were also found this fall: a Field
Sparrow at Davenport and an apparent Winter Wren at Natural Bridges State
Beach, which brings the total species found in the county to 479.

Many more bird sightings are discussed in the full article by clicking the button
below.
 

          Hutton's Vireo photo courtesy of Kimberly Butts

Important Club Announcements

An Announcement From Our President Lisa Sheridan

Dear SCBC Members,
 
At the last General meeting I announced that I have decided to step down as
the President. It’s been a privilege and an amazing experience to have served
on the SCBC Board.  After one year as the Conservation Officer and nine years
as the President, I’m ready to turn the reins over. 
 
Every year in April the Board announces a slate of officers to fill our Board for
the next year.  I’ve nominated our Membership Officer,  Bob Mead to replace
my position as President for 2026-27 year. I’m really thrilled he’s decided to
accept. He’ll bring fresh ideas, steady and intelligent leadership to our board. 

We are eternally grateful for Lisa's service to the bird club and to our
community at large. 

Lisa has much more to say about her decade of service to the Santa Cruz Bird
Club and the rewards of serving on the board. Read the complete letter here.
 

ANNUAL VOTE FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

At the May meeting of the bird club, we will be holding a vote for the board
members for the coming year. At the beginning of the meeting, we will read the
slate of the current board members and then nominations from any member
can be made for any board officer position. We will then conduct the vote.

The following two positions are open:

Membership Director:  The Membership Director shall be responsible for
receiving and acting upon all applications for membership, making contact with
potential new members, and maintaining the membership file.

Outreach Coordinator:  The Outreach Coordinator shall be responsible for
outreach to schools, youth and seniors organizations, and other groups and
sectors of the community, including but not limited to activities and educational
programs promoting knowledge and the conservation of wild bird life.

Please contact Bob Mead for information related to the Membership Director
at meadsbob@gmail.com
Please contact Larry Corridon for information related to the Outreach
Coordinator at larry961357@sbcglobal.net 
 

Thank You New Donors!
Jenny Anderson in tribute to Todd Newberry

Welcome New Members!

We are pleased to welcome Tracy Larrabee and Oikonos Ecosystem
Knowledge as new members to the Santa Cruz Bird Club and Alexandra

Fischer and Virginia Howard returning after a few years hiatus.

 

It is easy to join as a new member or renew your membership on our website.
Currently dues are as follows:

Individual membership: $25.00 per year

Family membership: $35.00 per year

Life membership: $400.00 one time fee
 

Announcing an easier way to donate to the Bird Club!

We’re happy to announce that you can now make donations on our website via
PayPal. Simply go to the Join/ Renew section of our website and The “Donate”
button is at the bottom below the Automatic Renewal options. You can enter
any amount you desire. We appreciate any and all donations, which are used to
enhance club activities for members and to support the good work that other
organizations are accomplishing for the benefit of all.  

Of course, you can always mail us a check, to PO Box 1304, Santa Cruz, CA
95061!
 

Want To Contribute To The Albatross?

We would love to share your articles, photos and illustrations. We also welcome
comments and recommendations on what you would like to see covered in the
Albatross going forward.

Please send mailto:scbirdclubeditor@gmail.com

Copyright © 2025 Santa Cruz Bird Club, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Santa Cruz Bird Club
PO Box 1304
Santa Cruz, CA 95061

By clicking the link below you will be unsubscribed from all future Santa Cruz
Bird Club emails.
unsubscribe from this list
 

Get Field Trip Details Here

Read the Full Article Here

Read the Full Article

Join or Renew Your Membership, or Donate Here
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