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Welcome to The Albatross! A monthly eNewsletter that can be viewed directly
from your email on a computer or mobile device. You can also download a pdf
version from our website. We hope that you enjoy it and encourage your
feedback and recommendations.

Discovering Arizona’s Sky Islands 
by Max Ferrero

Chiricahua…Montezuma…Santa Rita… These were the words echoing in my
mind after hearing so many birders talk about southeastern Arizona. What
exactly is a “sky island”? Where do the Sierra Madre mountains begin and end?
Is it really that hot in July? The more I listened, the more questions I had. The
way these names were spoken carried a sense of reverence, as though visiting
them was a rite of passage every birder should take.

“You have to go to Mount Lemmon.” “The Chiricahuas will blow you away.”
“Madera Canyon has it all.” “Don’t forget to visit Dave Jasper’s yard…and
David Jasper’s old yard.” Got it.

More names began to capture my imagination like trogon, cuckoo, and
tyrannulet. I studied the habitats – towering saguaro forests, shady oak
woodlands, and cool high-elevation pine forests. I traced maps and compared
bar charts, watching the seasonal changes unfold across this desert-mountain
landscape.

I imagined that every birder has already been to these places, and I was just
following in everyone else’s footsteps, but I learned that isn’t the case. My hope
is that you’re inspired to go visit some of these locations like I did, and to look
hard for all the secrets that await, including bears, coatis, snakes, wildflowers,
and a whole world of butterflies.

Much more awaits you as you read Max’s full account of his travels, including a
stunning slideshow and video, by clicking the button below.

Photo of Elegant Trogon courtesy of Max Ferrero.

Join Us for the SCBC October Meeting Presentation
Birds in a Changing World

Birds in a Changing World: Responses of North American birds to climate
change and urbanization presented by Dr. Neate-Clegg

Two of the greatest threats to birds are climate change and urbanization. Yet,
these threats can have diverse impacts on birds, with winners and losers. In the
first half of his talk, Dr. Neate-Clegg will present the various ways in which
North American birds are responding to climate change, including shifts in
distributions and changes in the timing of breeding. In the second half, Dr.
Neate-Clegg will examine the ecological traits that enable some types of birds
to be winners in urban areas like San Francisco and Los Angeles.
 
Dr. Neate-Clegg is currently a postdoctoral scholar in the Conservation Ecology
Lab in the Department of Environmental Studies at UC Santa Cruz. Dr. Neate-
Clegg is an avian ecologist who primarily researches how birds are responding
to global change, including climate change and habitat loss. In particular, Dr.
Neate-Clegg researches how climate change impacts bird populations,
distributions, and the timing of annual events like migration. Dr. Neate-Clegg is
also an avid international birder and uses his passion for birds to fuel his
research.
 

Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025
Time: 7 PM
Place: Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History
           1305 East Cliff Drive
           Santa Cruz, CA
 

Hermit Warbler photo courtesy of Dr. Neate-Clegg

It's Time for the 2025 Monterey Bay Festival of Birds!
October 10th through 12th, 2025

The Bird School Project is excited to celebrate the birds of the Monterey Bay
with the Festival of Birds during the second weekend in October! With lots of
field trips and workshops to sign up for, there will be birding activities for
everyone. Event listings are available now.
 

Tickets are on sale now!
 

Like Global Big Day, October Big Day is an opportunity to unite around our
shared love of birds. Last October, nearly three quarters of a million people
joined in this worldwide celebration. Wherever you are on October 11th, take a
few minutes to enjoy birds and share what you find on eBird. Participate from
anywhere—even from home! Be a part of the global team and help set a new
record for October birding.
 

SCBC Upcoming October Field Trips and Workshops

October 3, 2025  - Henry Cowell Observation Deck - 8 - 11 am

We will walk the Columbine Trail to the Pine Trail, and up to the Observation
Deck at Henry Cowell.  We will loop back to the starting point using the Pine
Trail. There will be lots of walking and plenty of ups and downs so be sure you
can negotiate steps, hills, and distance.

Directions: Meet at the Trailhead directly across from Lockewood Lane, where
it intersects Graham Hill Rd. I will have cell service so please call or text 831-
334-4138 if you'll be late or need directions. Parking is fairly easy along Hidden
Glen Dr. It's a very short walk to the trailhead from there. Allow extra time if
you've never been to this spot. 
Leader: Paul Miller

October 4, 2025 - Sunset Beach (Palm Beach) - 8 to 11 am

Join us for a walk at Sunset State Beach - Palm Beach Unit. This should be a
good time for fall migrants to show up in the coastal forest surrounding the
area. In recent years, Blackpoll, Black and White, Tennessee, Blackburnian,
Black-throated Blue, and Chestnut-sided Warblers have all been seen here. 

Directions: Parking is $10 in the state beach lot and free on the main road. We
will meet on the lawn in the middle of the state beach parking lot. Terrain is a
mixture of pavement, walkways that could have sand/tree debris, and dune
area, with minimal elevation. Almost all viewing will be accessible from the flat,
paved areas. Bathrooms are available. A scope could be helpful for high
eucalyptus viewing. See you there! Palm Beach State Park Entrance Station,
2660 Beach Rd, Watsonville, CA 95076
Leader: Max Ferrero
 

October 7, 2025  - Birds and Sculpture in the Garden - 1 - 3 pm

Join us for a walk through the gardens of Sierra Azul Nursery to enjoy birds and
sculpture together during the “Sculpture IS: In the Garden” exhibit sponsored by
Pajaro Valley Arts in partnership with Sierra Azul Nursery. In addition to the
dozens of sculptures to view we might see/hear Oak Titmouse, Chestnut-
backed Chickadee, Anna’s Hummingbird, California and Spotted Towhee,
American Robin, House Finch, American Kestrel, Cooper’s Hawk as well as
other species. A comprehensive checklist of the species seen at the nursery is
available here. 

Directions: Sierra Azul Nursery is located at 2660 East Lake Avenue
Watsonville, CA across from the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds. Meet in the
parking lot of the nursery  – carpooling is recommended. Admittance is free and
the property is wheelchair accessible. The garden trail is flat and somewhat
shaded, but wear a hat, sunscreen and clothing for variable weather. If you are
interested in purchasing plants, the nursery will be open for plant sales before
and after the bird walk.
Leader: Debbie Diersch
 

October 11, 2025  - Neary Lagoon - 8 - 11 am

Celebrate October Big Day at Neary Lagoon. Fall migration will be slowing
down, but our wintering species will be settling in. We'll see what's around this
riparian and marsh habitat in the middle of Santa Cruz.

Directions: Neary Lagoon Park is located at 110 California St, Santa Cruz. Meet
at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off California St. and Bay St.
Leader: Phil Brown
 

October 13, 2025  - Zayante Trail to Roaring Camp - 8 - 11 am

We will walk the trail into Henry Cowell, and then wander through the park into
Roaring Camp.  We'll check the ponds at Roaring Camp, and then return to our
starting point.

Directions: Meet at the beginning of the Zayante trail, here. Parking is easy
along Roaring Camp Rd, if you don't mind crossing Graham Hill Rd. on foot.
Leader: Paul Miller
 

October 25, 2025  - Bird Photography Field Workshop - 8 - 10 am
Members Only Event - limited to 15 participants

Want to learn how to create better bird photos? Join us for a morning bird
photography workshop at Westlake Pond. We will learn and practice field
techniques, tips and tricks to capture better bird images. Led by Pete Solé, a
local Santa Cruz birder, who has been creating bird photos for 20+ years. Pete
will share some of his field techniques, camera settings, and other bird
photography recommendations. All skill levels welcome, particularly beginners.
Bring your camera, but please note, this is NOT a cell phone photography
workshop. 

TO SIGN UP: We’re using signup.com to organize our reservations. Click on
this link to sign up. You will not be required to register an account or keep track
of a password. SignUp does not share your email address with anyone. If you
prefer not to use your email address, please
contact junelanghoff@gmail.com to be signed up manually. 

Directions: Meet on the northwest side of Westlake Pond, close to Bradley
Drive. Map Here.
Workshop leader: Pete Solé

Be On The Lookout for These Birds in October

September is one of the best months for fall migration in Santa Cruz County.
There should be a lot of bird activity all month long on land and at sea. 

Many of our wintering landbirds will return this month: Ruby-crowned Kinglets,
American Pipits, Yellow-rumped Warblers, Merlin, Fox and Lincoln's Sparrows,
Red-breasted Sapsuckers, and about the third week of September the White-
crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows will be making their way back to your
feeders! Although Hooded Orioles, Olive-sided Flycatchers and Western Wood-
Pewees will be mostly gone by the end of the month, wintering Western
Meadowlarks start arriving in good numbers. 

Shorebird diversity will be at its highest this month. As the south county sloughs
begin to see lower water levels and more mud, continue to look for Baird's,
Pectoral, and Semipalmated Sandpipers as well as rarer species such as Ruff
or Buff-breasted Sandpipers. Evening feeding frenzies just offshore should
continue with Elegant Terns, Brown Pelicans, Sooty Shearwaters and maybe
even Black-vented Shearwaters should they push north. Corcoran Lagoon has
a nicely developing sandbar where terns have been seen roosting.

There are many more birds described in the full article available by clicking on
the button below.

These articles are archived on the Santa Cruz Bird Club website from previous
years and provide an informal list of birds that are leaving and those arriving as
well as the most likely places to see them. The text is by Randy Wardle and the
photos and compilation are by Pete Sole.
 

Golden Eagle photo courtesy of Pete Sole

Full Restoration Approved for San Lorenzo Park

Due to the strong support of so many of you over the last three years,  the City
Council voted unanimously on September 9 to set aside, as a restoration
area, the entire 6.8 acres of the critical wetland portion of San Lorenzo Park
(the Riverlands). 

Furthermore, and unexpectedly, the Council voted unanimously to approve a
friendly amendment to “dedicate the Riverlands portion of San Lorenzo Park to
Indigenous peoples as a living cultural landscape” and to engage much more
actively with Indigenous peoples in all future planning for the Riverlands,
including compensation for services! 

This vote represents an historic step for Santa Cruz City! It expresses the
City’s readiness to recognize the full environmental and cultural significance of
an endangered riparian wetland that was sadly labelled a “constraint” by the
City’s hired consultant at the very beginning of the Parks and Recreation
Department's redesign process in February 2023. The original design included
mown lawns, an amphitheater, large group events, soccer fields, and frisbee
golf.  That concept has undergone a dramatic transformation in the last three
years. We look forward to all these excellent activities finding a more
appropriate home in the Uplands portion of the Park outside the flood plain or
elsewhere throughout the City.

We hope that some of you might step forward at this second stage of the
process – to share your knowledge and passion for native restoration,
environmental education, local flora and fauna, flood control, river history,
community organizing, etc. The grant timeline expects the process to be
completed in 2029, four years from now. It may take many of us to bring to
fruition the dream of harmony between people and nature in the
Riverlands.  Let’s roll up our sleeves!

Thank you!
Barbara Riverwoman
Protect Our River

Important Club Announcements

SCBC Survey Results Are In!

Thanks to all of you who completed our membership survey in May and June of
this year. Approximately 200 members completed the survey and 92% were
happy with your Bird Club experiences. What follows is a summary of the
survey results and actions the club has or will take as a result of your
suggestions. The report with the summary and improvements being taken are
included in the article on our website so please click below to see what
members liked and the improvements that you suggested.

We are also looking for some assistance to implement the improvements so
please read the article to see if you can help.

Thank you!

Jane Orbuch
Conservation Officer
 

Howdy Santa Cruz Birders!  California Biodiversity Week was a smashing
success due in great part to your participation joining the club’s walks and
spreading the word about California’s 30 x 30 Project. I met a number of you on
the field trips and we truly have a wonderful group of members!  331 total
species were reported via 939 eBird checklists across California that were
shared with the California Biodiversity Day profile
: https://ebird.org/tripreport/349443?view=checklists.  According to my rough
count, 50 checklists were submitted from Santa Cruz County.  Next year,
California Biodiversity week runs from Sept 5-13th.

Thank you all for your support of this important event!

Jane Orbuch
Conservation Officer

 

Welcome New Members! We are pleased to welcome the following new
members to the Santa Cruz Bird Club!
 

Heidi Anderson-Heeter, Deborah Benham, Margie Biddick Family, Erik
Corrigan Family, Carmen Gagne, Gretel Hakanson, Kevin Johnson, Laura

Parker, Richard Smith, Bailey Tregembo, Faith Zack.
 

It is easy to join as a new member or renew your membership. Currently dues
are as follows.

           
Individual membership: $25.00 per year
Family membership: $35.00 per year 

Life membership: $400.00 one time fee
 

Photo of shearwater feeding frenzy off of Seabright Beach courtesy of Joseph
Mikulsky

Want To Contribute Content To The Albatross?

We would love to share your articles, photos and illustrations. We also welcome
comments and recommendations on what you would like to see covered in the
Albatross going forward.

Please send mailto:scbirdclubeditor@gmail.com

Copyright © 2025 Santa Cruz Bird Club, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Santa Cruz Bird Club
PO Box 1304
Santa Cruz, CA 95061

Want to change how you receive these emails?
unsubscribe from this list
 

Read the Full Article Here

Register

Get More Details Here

Get Details Here

Read the Full Article Here

Read the Full Article Here

Read the Results Here

Join or Renew Your Membership Here

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5BUNIQID%5D&u=83047d39338747005ca8a1ea0&id=bf58583a6a
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/the-albatross/
https://ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2024-results
https://sierraazul.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Sierra-Azul-Bird-Species.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/37%C2%B002'53.1%22N+122%C2%B003'52.6%22W/@37.048077,-122.06461,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d37.048077!4d-122.06461?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDkyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
http://signup.com/
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/39941820085/false#/invitation
mailto:junelanghoff@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Westlake+Park/@36.9765395,-122.0481571,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x808e41ce5c59d579:0xd62bb2b6d106ee52!8m2!3d36.9765395!4d-122.0455768!16s%2Fg%2F1tfrxqjd?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDkyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://ebird.org/tripreport/349443?view=checklists
mailto:scbirdclubeditor@gmail.com
https://santacruzbirdclub.us14.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=83047d39338747005ca8a1ea0&id=91d346bcf3&t=b&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=bf58583a6a
http://www.facebook.com/
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/club-information/
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Discovering-Arizonas-Sky-Islands.pdf
https://www.birdschoolproject.org/festival
https://ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2025
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/field-trips-and-meetings/
http://www.lighthousenet.com/sc_birding_year/#september
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/San-Lorenzo-River-Park-Article.pdf
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SCBC-Survey-Results.pdf
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/join-or-renew-online/
http://eepurl.com/cm2TS5
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=83047d39338747005ca8a1ea0&id=91d346bcf3
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=83047d39338747005ca8a1ea0&id=91d346bcf3
javascript:;

