Santa Cruz Bird Club

P.O. Box 1304
Santa Cruz, CA 95061
santacruzbirdclub.org

Soquel Creek Water District 6/4/25
5180 Soquel Drive

Soquel, CA 95073

bod@soquelcreekwater.org

CC: Santa Cruz City Council Members
citycouncil@santacruzca.gov

Re: Laurel St. Bridge/Pure Water Soquel Conveyance Project Habitat Impact

Dear Soquel Creek Water District Board Members,

We at the Santa Cruz Bird Club appreciate the dialogue we have had over the last two years
regarding the PWS Conveyance Project and its impact on nesting Cliff Swallows at the Laurel Street
Bridge. As you are aware, in previous years before your project there were approximately 50 active
Cliff Swallow Nests on the bridge. As of Spring 2025, our observers have noted that there are less
Cliff Swallows and nesting (approximately 11 active nests) as compared to the past. This is probably a
result of the architectural covers installed by the Garney company in 2024, which block the ledges on
which the cliff swallows previously built their nests. We have also observed a colony (about 20 nests)
under the E CIiff Drive bridge below Ocean View Park.

Is there any way to make the architectural covers more Cliff Swallow nesting friendly?

We hope that in the future, when projects arise that impact bird or other natural habitats the Board and
its Resource Planners will take care to ensure the protection of our natural resources by proactively
reaching out to local environmental groups (i.e. Sierra Club and SC Bird Club) and enlisting their
expertise to limit any harm to Santa Cruz County wildlife or habitats.

Thanks for your concern.

Sincerely,

Lisa Sheridan, President, Santa Cruz Bird Club
Jane Orbuch, Conservation Officer, Santa Cruz Bird Club


mailto:bod@soquelcreekwater.org
http://citycouncil@santacruzca.gov

