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Fieldwork for the breeding bird atlas began in spring 2017. Now, five years later, this phase of the project has

nearly come to an end. Atlasers have completed about 96% of the fieldwork need to publish the atlas and in

doing so, they have spent over 10,000 hours atlasing and have found 23,000 breeding confirmations.

THE BREEDING BIRD ATLAS CONCLUDES

Funding from the County of Santa Cruz Fish & Wildlife

Advisory Committee allowed focused fieldwork on rare and

hard to find species, leading to new breeding locations

being discovered in Year 5.

The committee also funded a study documenting the

immediate impacts of the CZU fire on breeding birds. Some

initial results are summarized in this preliminary report.

• New breeding locations for Purple Martin, Osprey, Vaux’s 

Swift, Great-tailed Grackle, and Peregrine Falcon.

• Western Bluebirds breeding in urban areas in Santa Cruz 

and Watsonville.

• A Marbled Murrelet nest at Big Basin Redwoods State Park.

• Breeding confirmations for rare breeding species:       

Western Kingbird, Horned Lark, Cedar Waxwing, Lawrence’s 

Goldfinch, Black-chinned Sparrow, and Blue Grosbeak.

Brandt’s Cormorant © Bruce Lyon

ESPECIALLY NOTABLE OBSERVATIONS IN YEAR 5

ATLASING HOURSBREEDING CONFIRMATIONS

CZU BIRD STUDY AND FINDING RARE SPECIES

https://santacruzbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021_CZUBirdStudy_FinalReport_Rinkert_v2.pdf
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Fieldwork is now about 95% complete. An atlas

block is considered complete when breeding is

confirmed for 60% of the species in the block. About

88% of all blocks are close to or above this threshold.

The remaining incomplete blocks will be finished next

year as the atlas is being written.

PROJECT PROGRESS
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Circle size corresponds to

number of hours (in white).

CZU Lightning Complex fire perimeter
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ATLASING HOURS
An average of 152 hours of fieldwork has been

completed in each block, and about 56% of all blocks

have over 100 hours of coverage. Atlasing has been

most intense along the coast and in the Pajaro Valley,

as well as at selected spots in the mountains such as at

Big Basin Redwoods and Castle Rock State Park.



BREEDING CONFIRMATIONS
Atlas fieldwork has reached into almost all areas of Santa

Cruz County. This map shows were the 22,000 breeding

confirmations have been found since 2017. A breeding

confirmation is an observation of behavioral evidence that

confirms a bird is breeding at a specific location.

CZU Lightning Complex fire perimeter

Santa Cruz County line

Breeding confirmation



The atlas has always been supported by a large contingent of volunteers. Since the

beginning of the project, 105 volunteers have submitted observations as well as 10

groups working with birds in the atlas project area. A sincere thanks to all who have

contributed their time and observations to the atlas.
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CZU nesting bird biologists

iNaturalist community

Black Swifts
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Funding for the atlas has been provided by many generous supporters.

These funds support the organization of fieldwork and will allow for

the timely publication of the atlas. Over 95% of the species in our

Sponsor-a-Species fundraising campaign have now been sponsored!

SUPPORT
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Thank you for sponsoring a species! American Robin © Bruce Lyon



SUPPORT continued
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The Santa Cruz Bird Club is a 501(c)(7) non-profit

whose mission is to unite those who have a common

interest in wild birds, that they may better study and

conserve them.
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