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YEAR 4 SUMMARY

Atlasing effort in Year 4 was higher than in any year previously. Atlasers
submitted 45% more breeding confirmations and spent 60% more hours
atlasing than in previous years. Five species were confirmed breeding for the
first time during the project: American Avocet, Golden Eagle, Rufous-crowned
Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, and Western Screech-Owl.

With support from the County of Santa Cruz Fish & Wildlife Advisory
Committee, the atlas funded four student internships and created a
virtual training for atlasers. Interns collected observations on poorly
represented species in our dataset, such as Great-tailed Grackle and

Purple Martin, while the virtual training helped recruit new atlasers
during COVID-19.
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YEAR 4 CUMULATIVE

BREEDING

CONFIRMATIONS 6,500 Uil
ATLASING HOURS 5,800 10,300
BREEDING SPECIES 135 139
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PROJECT PROGRESS

Fieldwork for the project is about 80% complete.
An atlas block is considered complete when 60% of
the species in the block are confirmed breeding.
Atlasers have now completed 72% of all blocks and
most others are about halfway complete.
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PHENOLOGY

Atlas data shows when each species is building a nest, has eggs or nestlings,
and when fledglings are still dependent. These data help inform when
management activities will have the least impact on breeding birds, and can
also show how the timing of breeding has changed in response to climate

change.
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VOLUNTEERS

This year the project maintained a core of 50 atlasers who
participate year after year, and many new atlasers participated
for the first time. Thanks to the atlasers and other observers for
making this the most productive year of the project!
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SUPPORT

Thanks to the generosity of the many atlas supporters, we fundraised

$15,600 in the past year. These funds and in-kind contributions support DONATE

the coordination of volunteers during fieldwork and future preparation of Donations are fax-deductible
the atlas publication.
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Peter Emanuel Irene Reti Cathy Gamble Stephanie Singer
Jennifer F Alex Rinkert Terry Grove Pete Sole
Vivian Fenner-Evans Brian & Nico Schnack
Christina Floyd Mike Shu
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https://santacruzbirdclub.org/breeding-bird-atlas/bba-donations/

SPONSOR-A-SPECIES

The Sponsor-a-Species fundraising campaign has begun
and supporters are already claiming their favorite
species! This fundraising campaign is to offset
publication expenses such as research and writing, copy
editing, graphics, and publishing fees. Sponsorship of a
species funds the production of a species account.

What will be included in a species account?

* Range and abundance maps

*  Phenology and population trend chart
*  Conservation recommendations

* Habitat requirements and fire ecology
* Historical breeding status

*  Synthesizing narrative
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Species Sponsors

Acorn Woodpecker
American Bittern
American Kestrel
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PROJECT
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Special thanks to Sandi Pensinger for facilitating
virtual atlaser trainings this year.
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sponsored by the
Santa Cruz
Bird Club
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The Santa Cruz Bird Club is a 501(c)(7) non-profit whose
mission is to unite those who have a common interest in wild
birds, that they may better study and conserve them.
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Community Foundation Santa Cruz County

County of Santa Cruz Fish & Wildlife Advisory Committee
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