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Atlasers submitted more breeding confirmations this year than any 
year previously. Atlasing in new areas of the county resulted in 
breeding being confirmed for several new species that included 
Belted Kingfisher, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Horned Lark, Blue 
Grosbeak, and Lark Sparrow. 

The atlas continues to grow in many ways.  

Above: female Belted Kingfisher 

10,700 
Breeding Confirmations 

136 
Breeding Species 

Breeding Confirmation 
A behavioral observation or 
other evidence that 
confirms a bird is breeding. 

Breeding Species 
About 150 species are 
expected to be breeding in 
Santa Cruz County. 

CUMULATIVE PROGRESS 



This year atlasers spent more time observing breeding birds than any 
year previously. Many volunteers also spent hundreds of hours 
supporting the atlas in other ways by helping with project 
management, data analysis, and fundraising. The three trainings this 
year recruited nearly 20 new volunteers that add to our growing 
contingent. 

Volunteers make headway. 

Above: Northern Pygmy-Owl 

4,550 
Atlasing Hours 

Volunteers 
Over 120 birders have attended 
a training in the last three years. 
This year nearly 20 new atlasers 
submitted observations. 

Atlasing Hours 
The time volunteers have spent 
observing breeding birds. 
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FIELDWORK PROGRESS 
An atlas block is considered complete when 
breeding is confirmed for 60% of the expected 
species. In three years we have completed or nearly 
completed fieldwork in about 52% of atlas blocks, 
and many others are partially complete. 
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ATLASING THE COUNTY 

Atlasers have visited nearly all areas of the 
county. An atlas block is considered complete 
when atlasers have done 30 hours or more of 
fieldwork in the block. About 65% of atlas 
blocks are complete in this respect. 



Pelagic Cormorant 

Brandt’s Cormorant 

Great Egret 

Great Blue Heron 
Double-crested Cormorant 

Volunteers 

Zach Hampson 
Jazmine Jensen 

Kent Johnson 
Amelia Maurer 
Bobbie Mayer 

Thank you! 

WATERBIRD COLONIES 

Above: Great Blue Heron young at their nest. 

Documenting changes at waterbird colonies. 

In our second year of monitoring all waterbird colonies in the county, 
we documented a dramatic decrease in breeding success by Pelagic 
Cormorants. Nest initiation was down 60% from last year, and only 
21% of nests fledged young this year compared to 61% in 2018. 

Davenport 

Santa 
Cruz 

Watsonville 



Phenology is the timing of breeding events. Atlas data can define 
when a species is building a nest, has eggs or nestlings, and 
when young have fledged. Knowing the timing of breeding is 
important for planning habitat management with the least 
impact to breeding birds. 
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Phenology of Oak Titmouse 

PHENOLOGY 
Atlas data reveals when species are breeding. 

Above: Oak Titmouses carrying food for nestlings. 



Robin Abu-Shumays Richard Griffith Bobbie Mayer Gary Strachan
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Elisabeth Foster Jeff Manker Kitty Stein
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This year atlasers spent over 1,820 hours observing breeding 
birds and 65 atlasers submitted observations. Several projects 
and groups monitoring and banding birds also shared their 
observations with the atlas. Thank you to all those who 
contributed. 

Above: Western Wood-Pewee at a nest in the Santa Cruz Mountains. 

ATLASERS 
The atlas is powered by its volunteer observers. 

Projects and Groups 
Bay Heights Nest Box Project 
Pasatiempo Nest Box Project 
Quail Hollow Nest Box Project 
Santa Cruz Predatory Bird Research Group 
Younger Lagoon Reserve Bird Banding Station 
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The financial support we receive from volunteers and the community helps 
ensure timely publication of the atlas. The 3rd annual auction displayed fine 
pieces of art and other items, raising nearly $1,700! Many thanks to those who 
donated or made an in-kind contribution this year. 

SUPPORT 

Above: Black Swifts courting above a nest cave near Laguna Creek Beach. 

$16,000 raised toward our $35,000 fundraising goal. 

Thanks to our 
501(c)(3) sponsor 

San Francisco Bay 
Bird Observatory 
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		ATLAS DONATIONS, 10/1/18 TO 11/9/19.  Auction donations* for 2019 made by cash not included here.



		2019		Cohen		Edward		$   2,500

		18-Dec		Community Foundation				$   1,000

		2019		Goodell		Deborah		$   500

		2019		Griffith/ Perham		Richard/ Margaret		$   500

		18-Oct		Tepke		Glen		$   350

		6-Nov		Shearwater		Debi		$   300

		11-Nov		Sheridan		Lisa		$   280

		6-Nov		Nevins		Hannarose		$   230

		6-Nov		Ramer		Bernadette		$   210

		18-Oct		Orbuch		Jane		$   200

		29-Oct		Bixler		Cliff		$   145

		2019		Corridon		Larry		$   130		AUCTION*

		2019		Foster		Elisabeth		$   125		AUCTION

		2019		Ramer		Bob		$   105		AUCTION

		2-Nov		Adams		Nanci		$   100

		18-Oct		Bedzin		Bonnie		$   100

		18-Oct		Brown		Phil		$   100

		6-Nov		Corridon		Larry		$   100

		2019		Frisch		Dan		$   100

		18-Oct		Goldfrank		Lois		$   100

		31-Dec		Johnson		Kent		$   100

		6-Nov		Murphy		Shirley		$   100

		2019		Roisman		Jeffrey		$   100

		2019		Arbor		Kelly		$   80		AUCTION

		2019		Myers		Sue		$   80

		2019		Tustin		Mari		$   80

		6-Nov		Collins & Pete Sole		Nancy		$   70

		2019		Hull		Sharon		$   65		AUCTION

		2019		Abu-Shumays		Robin		$   60

		2019		Ralston		June		$   58		AUCTION

		2019		Brancatelli		Heidi		$   55		AUCTION

		2019		Anderson		Jenny/John		$   50

		2019		Carr		Lleni & Peter		$   50

		2019		Dumller		Sue		$   50

		2019		Gant		Sandy		$   50

		2019		Lasnier		Janice		$   50

		2019		Sheridan		Lisa		$   50		AUCTION

		2019		Terrill		Scott		$   50

		2019		Kent		Surrey		$   45		AUCTION

		19-Nov		McElroy		Brian		$   45

		6-Nov		Fenner-Evans		Vivian		$   35

		29-Oct		Mio		Jane		$   30

		14-Dec		Sweet		Arden		$   30

		13-Nov		Levendosky		Nick		$   25

		2019		Mikles		Sara/ Joe		$   25

		2019		Weed		Brian		$   25

		2019		Wirtanen		Melanie		$   25

		6-Nov		Deetz		Thomas		$   20

		2019		Preece		Amanda		$   20

		2019		Scott		Celia & Peter		$   15

		6-Nov		Crouser		Mary		$   10

		2019		Giddings		Susan		$   10

		*Auction 2019 donations kept separate; most items sold for <$50 & way below market value

		? If I should add those to donors running total of donations??

		DONORS OF ITEMS FOR AUCTIONS, 2018 & 2019, IF NOT LISTED ABOVE

								2018		2019

				Sanders		Alexi		yes		yes

				McDonald		Bonnie 		yes		no

				VanDyke		Elizabeth		yes		yes

				Perloff		Erika		yes		no

				Frandeen		Jim		yes		no

				Mikles		Joe		yes		no

				Sweet		Katherine		yes		no

				Lohman		Kevin 		yes		yes

				Jaffe		Lee		yes		no

				Larson		Lisa 		yes		yes

				Webb		Sophie		yes		no

				Martin		Stephanie		yes		no

				Hilyard		Susan		yes		no

				Grove		Terry 		?		yes

				Jolly		Tim		yes		yes

				Singer		Stephanie		yes		yes

				Unsicker		Tom & Connie		no		yes

				Bailey		Kat (&JoeM)		no		yes

				Elliott		Donna		no		yes

				Cleveland		Henry		no		yes
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Above: American Bittern family at Pinto Lake. 



The Santa Cruz Bird Club is a 501(c)(7) non-profit whose mission 
is to unite those who have a common interest in wild birds, that 
they may better study and conserve them. 

Sponsored by the Santa Cruz Bird Club 

Santa Cruz County Breeding Bird Atlas II 

with major support from 

Edward J. Cohen 
Community Foundation Santa Cruz County 
Deborah & Jerome Goodell 
Richard & Margaret Perham 
Bob & Bernadette Ramer 
Pete Solé & Nancy Collins 
Anonymous 

Donate 

Atlas donations are 
tax-deductible. 

Join the 
Bird Club 

Support local bird 
conservation and activities. 

Join the 
Bird Club 

Above: Spotted Towhee carrying nest material. 

https://santacruzbirdclub.org/breeding-bird-atlas/
https://santacruzbirdclub.org/join-or-renew-online/
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